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2014 North Central 
Regional Conference
By Lee Burras, professor, Iowa State University, 
Ames, Iowa.
Seventy-six pedologists and related 
professionals registered to learn about—
and contribute to—the topics of soil 
survey, soil health, and soil dynamic 
properties at the 2014 North Central 
Regional Cooperative Soil Survey 
Conference, held June 2nd through 5th 
on the campus of Iowa State University.  
Forty-four of the registrants were USDA–
NRCS employees (14 from Iowa, 22 
IURPUHJLRQDODQG0/5$RI¿FHVDQG
from national postings), and 24 were 
university employees (7 faculty from ISU, 
9 faculty from cooperating universities, 
DQGJUDGXDWHVWXGHQWV7KHUHPDLQLQJ
eight registrants were with cooperating 
agencies from Iowa, Minnesota, or the 
)HGHUDOJRYHUQPHQW7KHPHHWLQJ
had three core components: research 
presentations, technical discussions and 
XSGDWHVDQGD¿HOGWULS7KH¿HOGWULS
illustrated Iowa soils and mapping issues 
and opportunities.
7KHRSHQLQJVHVVLRQZDVKHOGLQ
the beautifully renovated Curtiss Hall 
Auditorium.  Rick Bednarek, USDA–
NRCS state soil scientist for Iowa and 
cohost for the conference, kicked off 
the meeting by outlining the conference 
goals and making introductions.  Wendy 
Wintersteen, dean of ISU’s College of 
Agriculture & Life Sciences, welcomed 
everyone to Iowa State University, noting 
the importance that ISU and the State of 
Iowa place on soil survey.  Allen Gehring, 
USDA–NRCS state conservation 
engineer for Iowa, built on Dean 
Wintersteen’s comments by discussing 
the role of soil survey in ensuring the 
success of conservation in Iowa, where 
90 percent of the land is farmland.
7KHWHFKQLFDOFRUHRIWKHFRQIHUHQFH
began with Roy Vick, Associate Director 
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for Soil Operations.  Mr. Vick outlined recent and ongoing restructuring, personnel 
FKDQJHVDQGSULRULWLHVZLWKLQWKH15&66RLO6FLHQFH'LYLVLRQ7KHQH[WVSHDNHU
Ken Scheffe, soil scientist with the Soil Survey Standards Branch at the National 
Soil Survey Center, explained new and updated procedures in soil survey.  Director 
Vick’s and Mr. Scheffe’s presentations illustrated the importance and relevance of 
FRRSHUDWRUVWRWKH86VRLOVXUYH\SURJUDPDVZHOODVFODUL¿HGZLWKLQDJHQF\QHHGV
DQGH[SHFWDWLRQV7KHLUSUHVHQWDWLRQVVWUHVVHGWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIVPRRWKDQGHI¿FLHQW
GHOLYHU\RIVRLOVXUYH\SURGXFWVWRWKHSXEOLFDQGRWKHUJRYHUQPHQWDJHQFLHV7KH
timeliness of their messages was highlighted by the numerous questions they handled.
7KH¿QDOWZRVSHDNHUVIRUWKHRSHQLQJVHVVLRQZHUH.HQGDOO/DPNH\SURIHVVRUDQG
FKDLURI,68¶V'HSDUWPHQWRI$JURQRP\DQG(OZ\QQ7D\ORUSURIHVVRURIFOLPDWRORJ\
in ISU’s Department of Agronomy.  Dr. Lamkey challenged the group to better identify 
the importance of soils in crop yields, going so far as to suggest that additional soils 
knowledge will likely have little impact on crop yields since maximum yields have 
DOUHDG\EHHQUHDFKHG'U7D\ORUH[SODLQHGZK\KHSUHGLFWVLQFUHDVHGZHDWKHU
extremes for the next 15 years in the central U.S.  Both presentations resulted in 
thoughtful questions, fun debate, and some respectful skepticism.
7KHVHFRQGGD\RIWKHFRQIHUHQFHZDVKHOGLQ,68¶V6FKHPDQ+DOO,WEHJDQZLWK
three progressively more detailed presentations about dynamic soil properties and 
HFRORJLFDOVLWHLQGH[HV7KHVSHDNHUVZHUH6WDF\&ODUN(6,VSHFLDOLVWIRUVRLOVXUYH\
regions 10 and 11; Skye Wills, soil scientist specializing in dynamic soil properties 
DWWKH1DWLRQDO6RLO6XUYH\&HQWHUDQG5\DQ'HUPRG\VRLOVXUYH\RI¿FHOHDGHUDW
:DYHUO\,RZD7KHSHUVSHFWLYHVRIIHUHGE\WKHLUYDULRXVOHYHOVRIUHVSRQVLELOLW\
FRXSOHGZLWKWKHVSHFL¿FH[DPSOHVWKH\SURYLGHGZHUHKLJKO\XVHIXODQGUHOHYDQWWR
WKHLQWHQVHO\IDUPHGODQGVFDSHVRIWKH1RUWK&HQWUDO5HJLRQ7KHQH[WSDUWRIWKHGD\
was dedicated to posters, including several focused on dynamic soil properties, and to 
committee breakouts.
7KHDIWHUQRRQRIGD\WZRIHDWXUHGWKUHHWKHPHVQXWULHQWVDQGRUJDQLFPDWWHU
committee meetings, and soil data join recorrelation (SDJR).  First up was Jim 
Gillespie, division director with the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
6WHZDUGVKLSZKRH[SODLQHG,RZD¶VQXWULHQWUHGXFWLRQVWUDWHJ\7RP6DXHU86'$±
ARS research soil scientist at the National Laboratory for Agriculture and the 
Environment, then discussed his research regarding the effects of tree plantings on the 
content of soil organic matter in Mollisols in the Great Plains and the Russian Steppe.  
7KHVHVVLRQHQGHGZLWKDQH[SODQDWLRQRIWKHJRDOVFKDOOHQJHVDQGRSSRUWXQLWLHVRI
SDJR by Paul Finnell, NRCS national soils database manager; Michael Whitehead, 
VHQLRUUHJLRQDOVRLOVFLHQWLVWIRUVRLOVXUYH\UHJLRQDQG5\DQ'HUPRG\7KH
presentation by Mr. Dermody, which illustrated the success that he and his team are 
having with SDJR in MLRA 104, was especially useful and meaningful given that he 
explained the methods by which they readily meet local, regional, and national goals.
$EDQTXHWZDVKHOGWKHHYHQLQJRIGD\WZR7KHKLJKSRLQWZDV7RP)HQWRQ¶V
presentation on the contributions of R.V. Ruhe to soil survey and soil geomorphology 
in Iowa, the U.S., and the world.  Dr. Fenton is professor emeritus at Iowa State 
University and Dean of Iowa Soil Survey.  He has been part of the National 
Cooperative Soil Survey program for over 50 years.
'D\WKUHHIHDWXUHGWKH¿HOGWULSZKLFKIRFXVHGRQVRLOKHDOWKG\QDPLFVRLO
properties, and benchmark catenas of Iowa’s Late Wisconsinan-aged Des Moines 
/REH/LNHDQ\SHGRORJ\WRXUWKLV¿HOGWULSEHJDQZLWKDGLVFXVVLRQRIWKHORFDWLRQ¶V
SK\VLFDOJHRJUDSK\VRLOIRUPLQJIDFWRUVDQGPDMRUKXPDQLVVXHV7KHWULSKDGIRXU
stops: the Altamont Moraine uplands; Doolittle Prairie State Preserve and Greg Stindt’s 
¿HOGZLWKLQWKHODNHEHGRIJODFLDO/DNH:ULJKWWKH-HZHOO%RJZKHUH595XKHDQG
KLVVWXGHQW3+:DONHUTXDQWL¿HGWKHVSDWLDOUHODWLRQVKLSRIVRLOSURSHUWLHVDFURVV
closed basins; and Lost Lake Farm, including the drained area that was historically 
XQGHU/DNH&DLUR7KHVSHDNHUVZHUH,68¶V0DU\7LHGHPDQ(WKDQ'DKOKDXVHU
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-HQQ\5LFKWHUDQG7RP)HQWRQDVZHOODVWKHFRQIHUHQFHKRVWV5LFN%HGQDUHNDQG
/HH%XUUDV7KHFULWLFDOREVHUYDWLRQVRIWKHWULSLQYROYHGWKHGLIIHUHQFHVEHWZHHQ
Mollisols under natural and quasi-natural vegetation and Mollisols under long-term 
FURSSLQJ7KHGLIIHUHQFHVDUHVLJQL¿FDQWLQERWKUROOLQJDQGÀDWODQGVFDSHV7KH
UHVXOWLQJTXHVWLRQZDV³+RZFDQRXUQH[WJHQHUDWLRQRIVRLOPDSVFODVVL¿FDWLRQDQG
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQVEHVWFDSWXUHWKHVHGLIIHUHQFHV"´7KH¿HOGWULSHQGHGZLWKDPHDODQG
an informal tour of ISU’s Field Extension and Education Laboratory.
Mike Konen, professor of geography at Northern Illinois University, kicked off 
WKH¿QDOGD\RIWKHFRQIHUHQFHZLWKWZLQSUHVHQWDWLRQVDERXWQRUWKHUQ,OOLQRLV7KH
presentations illustrated that the natural and human-affected pedology of Iowa and 
,OOLQRLVDUHYHU\VLPLODU7KH¿YHVXEVHTXHQWVSHDNHUVZHUH86'$±15&6UHJLRQDO
OHDGHUVZKRJDYHXSGDWHVDERXWWKHLUDUHDVRIUHVSRQVLELOLW\7KHVSHDNHUVZHUH
Mike Jones, Region 6; Dave Zimmermann, Region 12; Cleveland Watts, Region 5; 
0LFKDHO:KLWHG5HJLRQDQG7UDYLV1HHO\5HJLRQ7KHFRQIHUHQFHZUDSSHGXS
ZLWKUHSRUWVIURPWKH1HZ7HFKQRORJ\5HVHDUFK1HHGV6WDQGDUGVDQG7HFKQRORJ\
Interpretations, North Central Education/Extension Research Activity (NCERA–3), and 
Business committees.  Regarding soil taxonomy, John Allen (MLRA project leader, 
,QGLDQDUHSRUWHGWKDWWKHFRPPLWWHHOLNHGWKH³,OOXVWUDWHG*XLGHWR6RLO7D[RQRP\´
VXSSRUWHGWKHPRGL¿FDWLRQVIRU³NDONLF´+LVWRVRODQGIRU:DVVLVWVDQG:DVVHQWV
EXWGLGQRWDWWKDWWLPHVXSSRUWFKDQJLQJWKHGH¿QLWLRQRIGHQVLFKRUL]RQVRU$TXLF
Hapludults.  Lee Burras reported that NCERA–3 is maintaining a strong pedologic 
presence in the region’s universities.  Rick Bednarek reported a change in the by-laws 
WKDWUHSODFHG³02´ZLWK³52´+HDQQRXQFHGWKDWLQDQGWKH1RUWK&HQWUDO
Region conferences will be in Illinois and Minnesota, respectively, and he invited 
everyone to the 2014 National Soil Survey Conference in St. Paul.
Overall the conference was a success.Ŷ
2014 Southern Regional Conference
%\3DXOD0*DOHSURIHVVRURIVRLOVFLHQFH8QLYHUVLW\RI7HQQHVVHHDW0DUWLQ
7KH1&666RXWKHUQ5HJLRQDO&RRSHUDWLYH6RLO6XUYH\&RQIHUHQFHZDVKHOG
-XQH±LQ-DFNVRQ7HQQHVVHH2YHUVRLOVFLHQWLVWVDQGFRRSHUDWRUVDWWHQGHG
the conference, which included discussions and information sharing related to the 
theme “Soil Science—Partnerships for Ecological Deliverables and Sustainability 
3('6´6SHDNHUVRQ0RQGD\DQG7XHVGD\SURYLGHGXSGDWHVUHJDUGLQJLVVXHVDQG
priorities relative to soil survey interspersed with topics of particular importance to 
:HVW7HQQHVVHH5HJLRQVSHFL¿FWRSLFVLQFOXGHG³%RWWRPODQG)RUHVW0DQDJHPHQW
in a Changing Environment” by Dr. Alan Houston; “No-tillage and Soil Erosion in West 
7HQQHVVHH´E\'U'RQ7\OHUDQG³6RLO0RLVWXUH6WXGLHVLQWKH0LVVLVVLSSL'HOWD´
E\'U.ULV%U\H7XHVGD\DIWHUQRRQLQFOXGHGOLYHO\GLVFXVVLRQVLQWKHFRPPLWWHH
breakout sessions.
